{ 41 
. Jhe SPIRIT that works 


 Abomination 


by ANDITS | | 


. Abominable Wozk 
DISCOVERED: 


And a faithful Teſtimony born againſt it. { 


As a VVarning to all who profeſs to vvalk in the 


Light of the Lord, that they keep cloſe in Spirit to the 
Lord, and liſlen not to that adviterated Spirit, which labours to j 
draw from the way of Truth, leſt they be deftroyed by it. | 
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Orr Rn? 


Ezck. 13.7. Have ye not feen avainYifion? And have ye net ſpoken # 
lying Divination, _ ye ſay, The Lord ſaith irs albeit rs | 
mot [poken ? |M 

Zach. je 2. The Diviners have ſeen a Lye, and have told fal fe Dreams. | 

Jer. 14.14. Fhe Prophets propheſie Lyes in my Name : I ſem themnot, | 
neither have I commanded them, neither ſpake unto them: They | 
Prophecy unto you a falſe Viſion, and Divination, and a thing of nought, | 
and the deceit of their Hearts. il 

2 The. 2. x1. For this caſe God ſha# jend them flrong Deluſion, thay { 
they fhould believe a Lye. 
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The Fpirit that works Abomination and its 
Abominable Work D'ſcovered, 


Dear Friends; 


Y "7 Hom the Lord' hath gathered to be a peculiar People to- 
\ / himſelf, and hath hitherco preſerved you by the encom» 


paſſing Arm of his Power, to that no Aſſault nor Device: 


of the Enemy hath prevailed againſt you, to draw you away from the 


Rock of your Salvation, Unto you more efpecially is the Salutation of 


our dear and tender Love, in our meaſure of the Manifeſtation of the 
heavenly Life, in which the fellowſhip of the Saints is felt and witneſled,. 
which was the Rock & Def-nce of Gods People in Ages and Generations 
ſ, and is the ſame (felt and wi:neſſed to be ſo) to all the faithful fol- 
owers of the Lamb at this day alto, bleſſed and magnified be the Name of 
the Lord therefore. And truly, Fr:ends, great need hath all GodsPeople at 
this day to know, and to retire to,and abide in the Rock of their Strength, 
Chrift Jeſus; for many (as ye well know) are the Exerciſes and Tryals 
of the Righteous, and many are the Temptations, Aſſaults, Beſettings. 
and Alurements of the Adverlary, to betray the fimple, and draw them 
from the right Way of the Lord, and to deſtroy the innocent Life. And 
not only hath he wrought againſt the Truth and People of the Lord by 
Ts, mage without, who, as open. and profeſt Enemies, have caſt forth 
their Floods of Reproach, Lyes, Slander and Falihood againſt the Way of. 
the Lord, and thoſe that walk therein; bur alſo hath ſtirred upſoine from: 
among ſt our {.lves, who pretending to be Friends, but not being really and 
groundedly lo, /have thereby taken the grexter advantage to dothe Ene- 
my's Work : And of theſe, ſome have broken ont into open Oppoſitiong 
caſting forth publickly, in Word and Writing, their Floods, alſo of Re= 
proach, Lyes, Slanders and Falſh:od, againſt the Way of Truth and People 
of the Lord, while others, whom we have felt to be in the ſame Sporie 
of Enmity, have more ſubtilly and craftily cover*d themſelves, that they 
might have opportunity in our Meetings, by fair Speeches to beguile the 
Simple, and by ſecretly ſcattering their evil Surmizes and falſe Suſpi- 
tions, to beget jealouſies in the Minds of the weak, and caule Divsſtons 
among Friends, 
But of thoſe that have publickly appear*d in Print againſt Friends, that 
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. which we feel our Spirits at this F.*, - 0 by the Lord to bear Teſti- 
mony againk, is a Sheet of Paper lately printed, with the Name of Su- 
ſama Aldridge untoit; the Title whereof is, Abominations in feruſalem 
Diſcovered, &c. And before we take notice of the Particulars in that 

Paper, we ſhall give ſome account of her, viz. when ſhe firſt began to 

ſpeak in Meetings; and the fabltance of her Teſtimony then was an Ac- 

knowledgment, That although ſhe h1d walked many years among Friends (ha- 

ving been brought up by her Relations 5n the Profeſſion of Truth from a Child) 
and had gone to Meatings, and carried ber ſelf in outward appearance 4s 4 
Friend, yet in all that time ſhe had not been faithful tothe Power of the Lord, 
ner witneſſed the Work, of Truth in her own heart: And with this Teſti- 

mony ſhe went up and down for ſome time, through many of the Mee- 
tings of this County (and elſ:-where, as we have heard) declaring, How 

the Lord had now appeared unto her, and awakened ber, andraiſed her, a one 

from the dead, Exhorting others, Ts be more watchful and diligent in the Work 
of the Lord, though ſeveral then had a godly Jcalouſie concerning her. 
After this, in the time of her Lying in, being weak, and diſordered in 

her Head (a Diſtemper which divers of her Relations hare been ſubject 
to, and her own Mother dyed in, 59 after the time of her Birth, as we 
bave been credibly informed) her Mind was filled with ſtrong Imaginati- 

ons; and after ſhe was up, ſhecame forth again with a pretence of Viſions 
and Revelitions, where-with Friends were greatly diflatisfied, and bur- 
thered. And inthat time ſhe declared to this effett (which divers Friends 
remember} That ſbe had been unfaithful again, and had preached of the 
Power of God to others, and exhorted others to keep to it, yer ſhe her ſelf was 
not Then in it, nor did ſhe feel the Power in her elf when ſhe ſpaks of it unto 
ethers, Then ſhe went to the Mens HMeeting in theſe parts, where (at 
that time) was great Oppoſition and Diſturbance, made by ſome wrong 
{pirited Perſons, and ſhe gave Teſtimony againſt them, & faithful Friends 
too; but the fairhfal Friends bad ne unity with her, nor with her Teſtimo- 
ny, but denyed it. About this time it was that ſhe went to Lovdon and 
Briſtol, bat neither had the faithful Friends here unity with her going, nor 
was her Teſtimony received in many places ; for in her Paper ihe con- 
feſſeth,. at Briftol her Teſtimony was rejefted, and her bands. weakned. 
After her return from her Journies, ſhe was ſome-what more quiet and 
ſtill for a while, and cameamong(t vs to our Womens Meetings, with great 
ſeeming ſatisfaction of Mind ; and both in Word and PraCtice declared 
her owning of our Meetings, and the Service thereof, and readily under- 
took (as occaſion offered ).to aCt with us therein, and as readily joyned 
with the Women Friends in thtir Teſtimony on behalf of the Meeting, 
againſt thoſc troubleſom Spirits that then oppoſed it, and with whom 

— 2 


ſhe 


+ > 2 js WW _# 


+ £3. a EEE.E.ZEMDM  +z£3 A. CE 4... Do. A oa. £1: £<E >< - A ©. 


» T5 wvasw yy WW WY 


©) = ww HH 353 az UA_ 9 


+ - 4 y 
” aa > : —_— 


OY 


% 


(y) 

the is now clofely linked ; and A LY in our Womens Meeting hath 
ſhe born Teſtimony, That tve Power and Preſence of the Lord was with way; 
and-exhorted us, To commurc,and go on in our Service therein, notwithſtanding 
| hers ſaid againſt ws, or words to that effett ; Though now ſhe tells 
us, She was cheated into it: But we 25k, By whom ſhe was cheated ? For 
we never heard ſhe was perſwaded by any, {0 much as to come to our Mee- 
Ling; but if ſhe had been, yet who cheated her into Preaching up the 
Serviceof the Meeting, and bearing Teſtimony, That the Power of the 
Lord was with ws therein? Suxelyy if ſhe was then ſo liable to be cheated, 
her Teſtimony now is the leſs to be credited. Yet tho? ſhethus carried 
her ſelf amongſt us, many Friends had not thena clear ſatisfaction in her; 
and of late times, her Spirit and Teſtimony in our publick Meetings 
hath been very burdenſom to many, yet they patiently bore the Burthen, 
£ill at length ſhe further manifeſted her ſelf. For on the firſt day of the 
Moneth, &s. (having been four dayes together at Wrccomb, as we have 
underſtood) $he came from thence to our Meeting at Jordans (C. Hs 
Wife, and ſome others, accompanying her) and in the Meeting brake 
forth in ſo great adiforderof Spirit, and diſturbance of Mind (with ſo 
{trange a Voice and Gefture) that many, who before had better hopesof 
ker, went away grieved, fearing left she Should be diftraſted;z and be- 
fore the Meeting was ended, $he ſhook off the Dult of her Feet agai 
Friends. The matter which ſhe then delivered, was for the re 
the ſame with what is in her Prented Paper, ſave that ſome Paſlages, which 
ſhe delivered by word of Mouth, are lett out, which *cis like her Adviſers 
might not think lafe to be putin. One was, That the Lord ſaid to her, 
While thou waſt faithful to me, I ſuffered nene to oppoſe thee: Whereas it is 
well known, that in the time of her higheſt Pretences to extraordinary 
Viſions, Revelations and Hfotions, (he was oppoſed by ſeveral « g. her own 
Friends. * So that this Paſſage, and ſome others that might Printed Paper, 
be mentioned, ſeem to be purpoſely lefr out, leſt it ſhould marr her 
preſent Work; for it muſt needs be, that either ſhe was unfaithful while 
ſhe was oppoſed, or that what ſhe has delivered as the Word of the Lord, 
is not true. . 

Now Friends, asto the Paperit ſelf, we hope there needs not much to 
be ſaid, for the Darkneſs and Foulneſs, the Envey and Buterneſs that ap- 
pears in it, do manifeſt what Spirit it proceeded trom ; yet becauſe ſome 
who are weak, are too apt to be captivated, and led away with great 
ſwelling words and high Pretences, we are willing to take notice of tome 
Paſlages therein. And firſ#, we defire it may be conſidered, whether the 
great Difturbance and Trouble that was in her, did not enter through 
the affectionate part, which had too highly {et up and exalted Man in her 
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Mind'z for ſhe makes her Sorrow to 21 from a'ſenceſhe had; That C.H. 
we.greatly abuſed, &c. and though ihe mentions #be grieveng of. Freends, 
and Pembl the weak, yet her. concern for C.. H. hath the firſt or chief 
place. And how much $she admiresand extolls C. AX. may.appear by her 
crying him up in her Paper, for a rrue Prophet of the Lord, who was mightily 
fed with. the Word of Wiſdom, &c. Our concern at preſent,. is not to- 
write, much of C.#. nor do we think it much needful,he being of late years 
. pretty well known to Friends tn moſt parts: We know of no abuſe was. 
offered him z but if he be ſo mightily hilled with Wiſdom, let kim ſhew out 
of - a good Converſation bis Works with Meckaeſs of Wiſdom, as the Apoltle 
exhorts, Fames 3.13. Yet we cannot but hereupon warn all to take heed 
of being tickled with the wiſdom of Words, and of feeding thereupon, 
leſbby the inticing Words of man's Wiſdom, they come to be betray*d, 
and-brought to a loſs, as too many have been, that they cannot diltinguiſh. 
between that Wiſdom, which deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſen- 
ſual and. Deviliſh, James 3.15. and that which is from above, which firſt 
pure, then peacable, gentle, and eaſic to be entreated, full of Mercy and good 
Ermits, without Partiality, and without Hypocrific, veri. 17. and which 
teacheth to order the Converſation aright, 

And whereas her Paper ſaith, C. H. was filled with the Word of Wiſdom, 
t6-the great Comfort of :ll that truly feared God, and deſired the Bread of ever- 
lafting Life, &se. We ſay, it is a very harſh and uncharitable Cenſare, fo 
to judge, that none truly feared God, but ſuch as were comforted in the 
Words,of C. H's Wiſdom, or none delired the Bread of everlaſting Life but 
ſuch, We dodeclare (and many faithful Friends of our Meeting have 
done the like for themſelves) that we were not comforted, but on the 
contrary, were burthered by the Word of C. H's Wiſdom that day; ai d: 
yet we hope, we may modeſtly ſay, We truly fear God, and are ſure, We 
deſerethe Bread of Everlaſting Life, though we cannot take the Husks of, 

ans Wiſdom for it. | . 

. Again, her Paper ſays, She went home, and reſolved never to take comfort 
*n this World,till ſhe could percetve comfort conveyed to Sion's Mourners. Now 
all dear Friends, retire inward, and weigh in the Ballance of the SanCtaary, 
whatmanner of Reſolution this wasz She reſolved never to take comfort in 
thu World, till, &c. Was not this a forward, haſty raſh Reſolution, run in 
iato adiſcontented Mind,and takzn upinher own Will, let Gods faithfi L 
Witneſs in every upright heart, jadge ? What warrant have any to make 
{ach Reſolutions ? If weare not our own, but the Lords, how can we 
take upon us to diſpoſe of our ſelves? If we may not, even in {mall mat- 
ters, {ay/we will do this or that, or go tothis or the other place, without 
aduing,Ifthe Lerd will, Jam. 4. 15; how. dare ſhe take up ſuch a poſitive 

_ Reſolution. ?. 
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Reſolution? O Friend: ! let none tempt the Lord, but let all fear & dread 
before the living God, and dwellin the Gift of his Grace, and relie on | 
the ſufficiency thereof, and be content with what the Lord is pleaſed to 
manifelt, and wait upon him in faithfulneſs and patience, in the way of his 
Manifeſtations,and not run Into ſuch unwarranted and unſafe Reſolutions, 
leſt they be given up to Deluſons — What her Paper ſaith, Of great 
deadneſs and dryneſs being over the Aſſemblies of Gods People, Ag it is a ge- - 
neral charge, wedeny it. There might be ſome, in many or moſt Aſſem- 
blies, over whom deadnefs and dryneſs might be,as (he, at her firſt coming 
forth to preach, confeſſed it had been with her ; but ſhe ſhauld nothave 
judged all others by her ſelf. There are many living Witneſſes in our 
Meetings, that the quickening Preſence of the Lord, and the refreſhing ' 
Springs of Life have from time totime been felt and enjoy'd.in the Aſſem- 
blies of Gods People; and we bear Teſtimony for the Lord, That the Seed 
of Jacob bath ſought bis face, and not in vain. We willingly paſs over 
that part of her Paper which ſpeaks ſo highly of her own Atrainments and 
Services z having no deſire todiſcover her weakneſs, further than we are 
neceſſitated for the clearing of Truth. As for what her Paper faith 
Concerning an old _— ; and tos many Prophets, Preachers and People goi 
to askconnſel of him, &c. And his ſetting up [mages, and ſending forth Pro= 
phets in bis Viperous Spirit, &'s. And of 1delaters, 1dol- Prophets, propag ating 
Idols, Idolatrow Orders, and more of the like kind; the Language diſco» 
vers whence it came,and where it was hatched and brought forth; and 'tis 
well if het Prophets, whom ſhe hath ſo often of late gone to (one of whom 
ſhe extolls ſo high for « true Prophet of the Lord, mightily filed with the Word 
of Wiſdom ) have not helped to hill her with theſe dark Imaginations, and 
deep Deluſions, and Words of Bitterneſs and Envy.—She faith, The 
Lord hath ſaid unto her, Lift ap thy Voie liks 4 Trumpet, thunder from my holy 
Mount ain, &e. But her thundering is trom an unholy Mountain, and her 
Trumpet givesari uncertain ſound) for ſhe hath not in her Paper declared, 
who the old m__ ſhe ſpeaks of is, nor who the many Prophets, Preachers 
and People are;that have gone to him to ack connſel,not taking heed to Gods Ward 
mm themſelves; nor what the mages are, that the old Propher hath ſet up z nor 
what they are [mages of ; nor who thoſe Prophets are, that he hath ſent forth 
in his viperows Spirit ;, nor who the [dolaters are; nor what their [ iss 
nor what the /dels are; nor who the /dol- Prophets are { nor what the /do- 
Larrows Orders are : Sothat here is nothing but Darkneſy, Confuſion, with 
many-bitter reviling Words and ungodly Speeches,as Yiperons Spirit, Rate 
ling Scandalizing,& filing the Ears of thePeop os, ny 1 
The old Prophet*s deceufal Work, —T he envious Mind hath ſwelled with FS 
«nd hath wented it ſelf tocerrupt and poyſon the Alinds of the People with Envy 
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end Lye, &c. And yet, ſoſtrongis the Deluſion, vnder which the Enemy 
holds her, -thas ſhe fathers all this upon the Lord, and pretends to have re- 
cteived it immediately from bis Mouth. But the witneſs of God, in the - 
Hearts of his People,, bears Teſtimony againſt it.. T rd isariſen in 
Power and great Glory in the midſt of his choſen Ones and his Preſence 
ts ſeen in an eſpecial manner, in thoſe Aﬀemblies of his People, whict» 
theſe dark Spirits are moſt offended at. The Dew of Heaven is on the: 
Fleeces of the faithful, as a Teſtimony from God of his Acceptance of 
hem: Therefore all dear Friends, gird _— Loyns of your Minds, feek 
the encoriraging Power of the Lord, and'be ye encouraged thereby.to go- 
on, without fear or donbting, in the Work of the Lord, notwithſtanding 
whatever oppoſition hath or may ariſe. For affuredly,No Inchantment ſbalt 
revasl againft Jacob, nor Divinarion agamnſt Iſrael. The Lorg hath bleſfedi 
is People, and none of the Divsvers can reverſe it ; only let us dwell law 
before the Lord, and keep cloſe in Spirit unto him, and be faithful to his. 
holy Requirings in all things,& the Lord will plead the cauſe of his People, 
In which his great Name 1s concerned. And all you who frequent the. 
Aſſemblies of the Lords People, and profeſs to be convinced of the holy 
Eruth,but are.not throughly ————_ and eſtabliſht therein, be ſober and 
fill; take heed of intermedling with what you do not underſtand, for 
that will hurt you ; but retire ye inward, tothe racaſure of the gift of the 
Grace you have received, that tn it you may find a ſtay to your Minds, ar.d: 
not be tofſed to and fro, And take heed of joyning with thls deceitful Spi- 


. rit, for the Hand of the Lord is againſt it ; And although for a while be. 


may ſuffer his People to be exerciſed by it, for a tryal of their faithfulneſs 
and love to him, yet hath he given us Faith to believe, That in his-appointed: 

this wiruly Spirit, that works Abornmation, 
and ntterly deſtroy its abominable Work, * which (if itcould) it would; 
make deſolate the Heritage of God ; And Jeruſalem ſhall be feen a quiet 
Habitation. And as for thoſe whom the Enemy hathdrawn into this miſ(- 
ehievous Workof Keviling and Railing againlt the People of the Lord, and 
eppoſing them in the Services he requires of them, we can uprightly fay,. 
Our Souls have mourned for them before the Lord, and the dekre of our 
Hearts at this time, is, that all that have not ſinned out their Day,. may: 
Knew Repentance before itbe tco late. So dear Friends, havingamfaith- 
fulnefs given forth this fore-going Teſtimony, we recommend it to the: 
Wicnefs of God in you all, deſiring it may be uſed'in the Wifdom of 
God, where occaſion is, for the Serviceof Truth, for which it is given 


forth, By yoo; Friends in the preciow Truth, 1, Mary Ellwood, 
We ac a6þ8 |  Moneth, 1685. . Margery Cligſhans.. 
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